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More Obfervations of Monjieur Taverniers Voyages 3 promifed 
in the next foregoing trait. 

T He Second Volume of theie Voyages treats of Eaft-India, 
and the neighbouring Iflands } in three Books: The firft is 
of the Roads from Ijpahan to Agra, and from Agra to Debit , 
and Gebanabat ,where the Court of the Great Mogol is at pre- 
fent 5 as alfo to the Court of the King of Golconda, and to that 
of the Kingo fVifapour, and to divers other places of India .The 
fecond is an Hiftorica! and Political defcription of the Empire 
of the Great Mogol.the third, a narrative of the Religion of the 
Mahumetans in thofe parrs, and of that of the Indian Idolaters; 
together with an Account of the Authors voyage by Sea from 
Suratte to Batavia in Java major ,and from thence into Holland 5 
interfperfmg many particulars ef divers kingdoms of theEaft. 

Among the many Obfervables, contain’d in this Tome , we 
take notice ; r. That the Author defcribes the Figures of the 
Golden, Silver and Copper-coins of the feveral Countries of 
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f/fa, as alfo of the Shells and other fubftances which there pafs 
arroony. 

2. That in the road from Suratte to iIgra , by the way of 
]rampour and Seronge , there is a Village, called Navapoura, 
vhere the Rice, which is lefs than other rice, acquires the fcent 
>f Musk by boy ling. 

3. That there are to be met with,admirable Juglers and Moun* 
ebanks in the road from Suratte to Agra by the way of Ama- 
lavat % by fome of whom the Author affirms he faw done what 
bllows: They kindled a great fire, and in it heated fome Iron- 
rhainsred-hot, which they laid about their bodies, without re¬ 
viving any apparent hurt thereby. They took alfo a little 
fieceof wood,and having fix’t it in the Earth, they demanded 
>f the Spectators, what kind of fruit they would have grow 
ipon it: It being anfwered, Mangos , one of the Juglers crew 
tover’d himfelf with a Linnen cloth, and {loop’d down to the 
'round five or fix times. At which time one of the Spectators 
laving placed himfelf fo that he could obferve what that Jugler 
lid, faw,that with a Razor he cut his flefh under his arm-pits, 
nd with the blood thence ifluing, rubbed the faid piece of 
vood. Whereupon every time that he raifed himfelf from 
hooping,the planted ftick of wood was vifibly grown; and 
t his third rifmg,branches came forth wirhbuds; at the fourth, 
heTree was cover’d with leavesiand at the fifth,blofioms were 
een upon ir. But then a Minifter of the Englijb Prefident being 
me of the Byftanders, whenhefaw’, that out of a piece of dry 
vood thofe Juglers did in lefs than half an hour make grow up 
Tree of four or five foot high, with leaves and blofioms, was 
,y his zeal carried to flop the progrefs,and openly to declare, 
hat he would never give the H.Communion to any one of thofe 
hat fhould ftay any longer there to fee more of fuch (by him 
eputed Magical)things.Which fpoiled the Juglers proceedings, 
nd made the faid Prefident difmifs both the Company, and the 
uglers together., 

4.That in Amadavat, the wife of a rich Banian being barren, 
nd yet extreamly defirous of children , was told by a dome- 
ick,thatif fhe would eat of a certain kind of living creature, 
le would aduredly be with child ; and that that creature was 
othing but a certain little Fiffi , of which fhe fhould eat but 
iree or four. Now, the religion of the Banians not permitting 
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them to eat any thing that hath had life ; this woman fcrnp/ed 
to comply with the advice given her. But the Advifer having 
told her, that he would fo difguife the thing, that nobody 
fhould know it to be fifli,fhe at laft refolved to eat ofit: Which 
done, the night following flie had the company of her husband* 
and not long after perceived her felf to be with child ; though 
flie was not fo happy as to enjoy the life ©f her husband till (he 
was deliver’d. He therefore being dead, before fhe was brought 
to bed,theR.elationsof her husband,pretending|to hiseftate and 
goods, the widdow oppofed them, alledging that flie was with 
child by him, and defiring they would have patience til i flic 
were deliver’d. They,being furprized hereat, told her,flie jefted 
with them as having been married to her husband 15 or 16 years 
without ever having been with child. The widdow being con¬ 
tinually importun’d by them, addref’d her fe'.f to the Gover¬ 
nour of the Country, acquainting him with the whole ftory: 
vvhoordev’d thereupon,thac thofe Relations fhould flay till flie 
was brought to bed. She being well deliver'd not long after, 
the kinfmen of the defunft, people of credit, would maintain 
that the child was not legitimate. The Governour,endeavouring 
to know the truth hereof, confulted with fome Pbyficians, who 
defired, that the child might be brought into a bath, and that,if 
the remedy,by her ufed,were true,the fweat of the child would 
fmell of fift). Which being done, the matter fell out according 
to what the Phyficians bad predidled: Whereupon the Eftate 
was by the Governour adjudged to the child. Butthe Relations 
not being fatisfied therewith, appealed to the Grand Mogol 
himfelf at Jgra. Which made that Prince to command a Letter 
to be written to the Governour, enjoyning him that he fhould 
fend to him the Mother and the Child, to make the aforementi- 
on’d Experiment in his prefence. Which having beendone,with 
the like fuccefs as before,the Relations of the deceafed husband 
were obliged todefift, and the Mother and Child remained in 
the quiet pofieflionof the Eftato. 

5. In Elephant or um fam'tlia, famelias jacere fupinas in coitu; & 
libidini* ceftro percitaa , coacervare omnit generis folia df-berbas^ex 
quibtos cubile quoddam Jibi Jlruant valde commodttm , unik cum pul - 
•vinar't quodam berbaceo , 4 vel 5 pedes reliqud leffi parte altiori. 

6. That the Author affirms to have given us an exaft Lift of 
all the Merchantable Commodities,furnifh’d by the Empire of 

5 F 2 the 



C 754 ) 

the C.Mogol, and the two kingdoms of Golconda and Vtfapour , 
and other neighbouring States; and of all what Nature and Arc 
afford there: viz. Silks; various Cloths , white and painted ; 
Cottons, fpun and unfpun ; Indigo , Saltpeter , Spices (Cardamum y 
Ginger and Pepper ,) Diamonds, Rubies, Pearls y Bezoar, Musk, 
SWg<*r; befides fame Drugs, that indeed are found at Suratte , 
but are brought thither for fa!e from other Countries, as Sal 
Armoniack,Borax, Gum-lac , Saffron, Cumin, Mir r he, Fran kin- 
cenfe. Opium, Lignum jdlcesfficorijh. Caff a, Coffe. To ail which 
he hath annexed an account of the Cheats ufed in divers of thefe 
commodities, cfpecially in the Stlks,Cloths,Cottons Indigo. 

7. That rhepenetrancy of the powder of Indigo is fucb, that 
whilft they are ftarfing it, or fee it fearfed, they are obliged e* 
very half hour to drink a draught of Milk to waft it down 5 
and that, all this notwithftanding,they yet often find,that have- 
ing been for nine or ten days together bufie about this work, 
whatever they fpit for fome while, is blewifii.And that the Au¬ 
thor hath often obferv'djthat having in the morning put an Egg 
near thefe Searfers, it hath been found in the evening all blew 
within. 

8. That’tis certain, that the Nutmeg-tree is not planted, but 
the fruit of it fown by brrdsj, faid to fwa’low the Nutmegs 
whole , and voiding them whole without digeftion , cover’d 
with a vifcous matter ^ whereupon they take root and growup 
to a Tree. Again,that the Birds of paradife eating this fruit, are 
intoxicated therewith, and fall down dead upon the place $ 
whereupon Emmets come and eat off their legs,and other parts. 

9. That Sugar being kept thirty years, becomes poyfon.and 
that there is hardly any thing more dangerous than that, when 
eaten of that age. 

10. That the Author affirms to be the firftof J Europeans that 
hath been in the (Diamond-mines; of which he faith there are 
four known and noted ones j two of them being Rivers, out of 
which thofe precious Stones are gotten,at one of which he faith 
he hath been, as well as in the other two that are in Rocky 
Mountains : Of which two the one is ac Raolconda in the domi¬ 
nions of the king of Vifapour ; the other s Ganiov Coloure in the 
kingdom of Golconda. The thirdis in the River, at Sommelpour 
or Gonel 5 in the fand of which River, when ’tis (hallow, Dia¬ 
monds are found. The fourth is in the Iflandof Romeo in the 
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RiverStofiMfo//,where,itfeems,tbe Author hath not been: Wha* 
obferves,that roundabout the place where Diamonds are found, 
the ground is Tandy and rocky, much like that of Fontainbleau 
iaFrance: And that in thofe Rocks are many veins, fometimes 
balfan inch broad,fometimes an inchjthe Mine-men having little 
Iron-hooks, with which they fetchoutthe Diamantin-oar: 
Which veins, he faith, do not al waies run (h eight, but are fome» 
time$afcending,fomerimesdefcending. The Oar they wafli two 
or three times, and in it feek the treafure. As to the flaws, often 
found in Diamonds,^? faith, that they proceed from hence, that 
the Mine-men do often ftrike fuch forcible ftrokes with a great 
Iron-crow,that that fluns the Diamond and fo flaws it.To know 
the valueof Diamonds,if they be good every way, our Author 
gives this Rule : That if a good Diamond weigh one carat, ’cis 
worth 150 French livres and then to know,how much a good 
flonefe^ Jof 12 carats is worth,you are to multi ply 1 2 in it felf, 
which makes 144 5 which product is to be multiplied by 150 
(the price of one of a fingle carat f) which will make 21600 
fuch livres, the price of a Diamond of 12 carats. But if the 
Diamond be not perfect hen you are to allow but do livres for 
a carat ; and if fiich a kt nd of Diamond fhould weigh 15 carats t 
thenmu'tiply j 5. in it,felf, is 225, and this into 80, makes 
20000 hvres, the value of that Diamond. According to which 
rule, the Diamond of theG .Mogol (weighing 279? carats, being 
perfeft,a.nd havingbeen handled by our Author) will amount 
to 1 r 723278 French livres. If it weighed but juft 2 -j^.carats^ 
it would be worth only r \ 676150 livres ; the odd £ coming to 
47128 livres in fuch a Stone,as the Author computes it. 

11.That Rubies,Topazes,Saphirs,Hyacinths and Amethifts, 
are found in the kingdom of Pegu, in Mount CapeUan ; and alfo 
thatfomeof them are found in a River in the Ifland of Ceylon „ 
Concerning the rate of Rubies in particular, he faith , that when 
any of them exceeds 6 ratit (a ratis being * of a carat') and is 
perfeft, they fell them at what price they pleafe. 

r 2, That Turkoifes are no where found but in Perjia , where 
he faith there are two Mines of them,the one called the Old rock, 
near Nichabourg, three days journey from Meched ; the other, 
the Nerv rock, five days journey from the former ; and that thofe 
of the latter Mine, being of a faint and whitifh blew, are but 
little efteem’d. 
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13. Of Pearls hehath this remarkable obfervation, viz. that 
he had one Pearl-oyfter in his hand , that had ten pearls in it, 
though of different bignefTes; they being, in his opinion, bred 
in Oyflers,as Egg 1 ; are in the belly of Fowl. Further, he takes 
notice of a Pearl in the Cabinet of the King of Perjia, which 
cofi him 32000 limans, or 1400000 French livres ; the great- 
eft that is known ; as alfoof two Pearls,fhap'd like a Pear } one 
of 70,the other of 5 6 ratis : and efpecially of a Pearl belonging 
to a Prince of Arabia, which, he faith, goes in beauty beyond all 
the Pearls in the world; it being perfectly round, and tranfpa- 
rent, weighing 14 carats, 

14. That Musk, when ’cisfirft drawn oucof a certainbagof 
the Musk-deer,'tis like Blood coagu!ated:That moft of it comes 
-out of the kingdom of Boutan , between c ,6 and 60 degr. Nor¬ 
thern Latitude; but that Cochin-China alfo and Tunquin do fur- 
nifh fomequantity. Concerning the faid Kingdom of Boutan 
(which is tributary to the G,Mogol ) he notes, that people tra¬ 
vel into it from Patna in Bengalee, taking their march North¬ 
ward, even to the 6 oth. degree, fetching from thence not only 
excellent Musk, but choice Rhubarb, and an ufeful Seed, call’d 
Worm-feed. Of the People of this Kingdom he relates,that they 
have had the ufe of Muskets,Canon and Powder for feveral ages; 
they giving out,that they now have pieces of Canon, on which 
are found Cyphers or Letters demonftrating them to be above 
500 years old. This is that very Kingdom (faith our Author") 
through which the AmbafTadors of Mufcovy parted A. r 659 into 
China, they taking their road all along the Great Tartary on the 
North of Boutan : Which AmbafTadors, if they had complied 
with thecuftomes and ceremonies of China , we might probably 
have at this day a beaten road by land from Mufcovy to China, 
by the North of Tartaria Magna, and much more knowledge of 
the Kingdom of Boutan, which is neighbouring thereto 5 and of 
more other Countries, of which we hardly know rhe names: A 
thing,tbat might have proved a great advantage to all Europe. 

15. That Bezoar is found among the excrement that is in the 
paunch of certain Goats,that feed on a plant,the name of which 
the Author faith he hath forgot. This plant is faid to thruft out 
certain buttons, about which and the extremities of the bran¬ 
ches,eaten by thefe Goats, the Bezoar is form’d in their belly. 
Tis added, that the Bezoar rakes its form according to that of 
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the buttons and the ends of the branches } whence come To ma¬ 
ny different figures.’Tts further noted,that the Country-people 
by feeling the belly of the Animal that breeds the Bezoar, 
know what quantity it hath, and fell itaccordingly.They Aide 
both hands under the belly, and beat the paunch longwaies on 
both Tides, whereby all the fiones are faid to fall into the mid¬ 
dle of the paunch, whereby they are enabled to count their 
number. Tis further obferv’d,that the Bezoar is very liable to 
be counterfeited,even by giving to the faife ones as many coats 
as the true ones are wont to have. But to difcem the cheat,you 
muff either weigh it.and then lay it for fotne time in luke- warm 
water; and,if the water changes not its colour,and the Bezoar 
lofes nothing of its weight,’tis not counterfeit: Or, you mu ft 
touch it with a pointed Iron heated red-hot; and if the Iron 
enters ; ard makes it brown like fried meat, ’tis not natural. Con¬ 
cerning the value of Bezoar, our Author affirms that it rifcth 
as that of Diamonds doth: For, if five or fix Bezoars together 
weigh one ounce, they are fold for 15 to 18 French livres; but 
if one Bezoar weighs one ounce, that onnce is worth 100 fuck 
livres Me faith,that he hath fold one of 4^ ounces, for 2000 Fr. 
livres .The Goa? that breeds thefeStones,is,by hisdefcription, 
a very fine and tall creature,baving hair as fineasfilk* 

16. That there is alfo a fort of Bezoar’, yieldedby Ciwrof 
that Country,but not much efteemed.Another fort there is,bred 
by Apes, in Macsfftr, fo flrong.that two grains do as much as 
fix of that of the Goats* This, hefaith, is alwaies round, much 
rarer and therefore much dearer than the other. 

17. That there is another Stone, highly efteetn’d, called the 
Forcupin Jlone, which is in the head of this Animal, though fomo 
times alfo in its belly ;faid to be more foveraign againft poyi’on 
than any Bezoar, Having been infus’d a quarter of an hour in 
water, ’tis here affirm’d to be as bitter as any thing in the world* 

18. That the Serpentio-Jlone, is a'fo held very excellent for 
drawing out poyfon. 

NB. It was omitted above, in n. 9. that the figure of that 
big Diamond of the G.Mogd'is that of half a Hens-egg; as alfo, 
that chebiggeft Diamond of theG. Duke of Tufcany is of 139, 
carats, tending fomewhat to a Citron colour. At Golccnda cur 
Author faith to have feen one of 242^ carats, for which they 
asked 750000 French livres ,or 50000Q Boupics * He adds,that 
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himfelf bought one of 157 1 carats, rude ; and that,when cut,it 
retain’d 94. f*tr<r//:And,that he bought another of 63 carats, 8 tc. 
An ExtraSf of fome Obfervattons , to be met with in the Journal 
des Scavans j concerning the Lake of Mexico 5 and a ftrange 
fort of Key,growing fome times in certain parts of France, 
x. /r ~|~'HeLake of Mexico bath this of extraordinary and 
X perhaps peculiar, that part of its water is-Sweer,arid 

fhe other part Salt; which make it believed to be derived from 
two fources, whereof the one holds fweet water, the other 
Comes from fome mineral and falinEarth, found in the hills, 
through which this water paffeth, and is impregnated with the 
Fait which is diffolved in its courfe: Or, if it hath no peculiar 
fource, it muft be,that that,which makes part of the Lake fair, 
is the bottom or the Earth under the water, being in that place 
full of fait: which is confirmed by Experience,much Salt being 
made of it every day, of which that City drives a great trade 
With remote parts,even the Philippines themfelves,whither it is 
traniported in confiderable quantities. That part of the Lake 
which is fweet,is ft i'll and quiet;t he fait part is agitated and mo¬ 
ved according as the winds blow. The fweet water is very good 
and wholefom, breeding plenty of little fifties. That which is 
mov’d, is bitter-falt, breeding no filh at all. The fweet water 
is higher than the other, and falls iuto it. The water of the Salt 
part is feven leagues long, and as many leagues broad, and hath 
above 22 leagues in compafs. That of the Sweet water is near 
as big; and the whole Lake contains about 50 leagues in com¬ 
pafs. Formerly there were near 80 Towns feated round about 
this Lake, fome of which contain’d 5000 Families, and fome 
above 10000. At the prefent there may be a matter of thirty 
Burroughs and Villages, of which the greateft holds not above 
500 Houfes; all the reft having been ruined by the revolutions 
in that Country. 

2. Some years fince, M .Perrault related to the R. Academy 
of Paris, that travelling through Sologne, he had been informed 
by fomePhyficiansaud Chirurgions of that Country , that the 
Rey was therefometimes fo corrupted, that thofe who did eat 
of the bread which had much ofthis corrupted grain in it,were 
feifed on by a Gangrene, fome in one part,fome in another,fome 
lofing a finger,others a hand,others a nofe,&c. and that this Gan¬ 
grene was not preceded by any fever, nor inflammation, nor 
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